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Thinking on these things we wrote a letter . 
much as we have written here . . . which was despatched 
to a moderate number of librarians on December 31. 
The response was so unequivocal and generous that it 
now seems fairly certain that the Wilson Company will 
be able to achieve perhaps the most notable expansion 
in its history. Since the first of the new year eighty 
librarians have invested over $40,000 in the preferred 
stock of the Company. This splendid instance of co- 
operative support is not an isolated one, for it is on the 
rock of cooperation that the Wilson Company is built. 
From the experience of librarians we learn what is most 
needed. By working and planning together we find the 
most practical way of providing these necessities. By 
means of questions and answers from one to the other, 
by the old method of “trial and error,” we have worked 
together harmoniously in pursuit of the common good. 
It is our belief that the advisory and financial cooperation 
of librarians in the support of centralized indexing has 
achieved a creditable success. 


H. W. WItson. 














F a psychoanalyst had chanced to explore 

the shadowy realm of our subconscious at 
any time within the past few years, his ef- 
forts would no doubt have been rewarded by 
the discovery of an extremely active dream 
roaming at large up and down the corridors 
of our brain. 

“Ah!” would exclaim the disciple of Dr. 
Freud, stroking his dark beard, “the trouble 
with you is that you have a building-complex.” 


We really don’t think that our case was 
quite so pathological, but in truth we have 
been haunted by the vision of a building .. . 
one tall and clean and graceful, ribbed with 
steel, honeycombed with commodious offices, 
proof against fire . . . a modern ten-story 


edifice whose structure would fit our purposes 

and whose architecture would be no less dig- 

nified than the business within the walls. 
Our present homely five-story brick build- 
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ing into which we moved in September, 1917, 
has been useful to be sure, tho never ideal. 
A good servant in homespun, it has subjected 
us to numerous embarrassments and incon- 
veniences. Not even Faith the Mountain- 
Mover can convert a warehouse to an office 
building without leaving some telltale traces 
of its previous habit of existence. 

Of more moment and urgency is the serious 
consideration that the volume of our business 
has expanded so steadily that our present 
building will soon be entirely inadequate. We 
are crowded and restricted. We want room, 
as it were, to spread our elbows, to broaden 
the scope of our usefulness, to improve oir 
facilities for efficient service, and (not the 
least of motives) to escape the danger of fire. 

On the eve of the New Year we paused 
for a moment to review the history of this 
Company, and we were gratified to find that 
more use was made of our services in 1927 
than in the previous year, as has been the 
case every year since the beginning. It was 
pleasant to contemplate that as we serve a 
wider field our income increases, thereby mak- 
ing it possible to extend and improve our 
service during the coming year. Neverthe- 
less it seemed to us that we were doing only 
a small part of the work that should be done 
and that there were fields yet untouched 
where our cooperative methods would effect 
a considerable improvement. We have not 
been able to take up these fields because we 
have found by experience that every new un- 
dertaking can be expected to run behind for 
a few years until its value has been proved 
and financial support secured for it. When 
the older publications finally come to the point 
where they earn more than their cost we un- 
dertake new ones. We might say that in this 
bibliographical family the surplus earnings of 
the older children help to support the younger 
ones. As soon as the younger ones reach 
the stage of self-support new enterprises can 
be begun. These new enterprises require more 
people, more desks, more typewriters, more 
room,—involving sometimes a formidable ex- 
penditure before anything can be realized in 
return. 

These limitations, we recognized, were not 
inexorable. With more spacious quarters and 
increased capital the horizons of our service 
could be indefinitely extended. 


The letter 
Thinking on these things, we wrote a letter 
. much as we have written here . . . which 


was despatched to a moderate number of li- 
brarians on December 31. The response was 
so unequivocal and generous that it now seems 
fairly certain that the Wilson Company will 
be able to achieve perhaps the most notable 
expansion in its history. Since the first of 
the new year eighty librarians have invested 
over $40,000 in the preferred stock of the 
Company. This splendid instance of coopera- 
tive support is not an isolated one, for it is 
on the rock of cooperation that the Wilson 
Company is built. From the experience of 
librarians we learn what is most needed. By 
working and planning together we find the 
most practical way of providing these neces- 
sities. By means of questions and answers 
from one to the other, by the old method of 
“trial and error,” we have worked together 
harmoniously in pursuit of the common good. 
It is our belief that the advisory and financial 
cooperation of librarians in the support of 
centralized indexing has achieved a creditable 
success. 

Our readiness to serve the librarian has 
been met more than half way by the readiness 
of the librarian to help us serve him. In 
fact as well as in spirit the Wilson Company 
belongs to the members of the library pro- 
fession, for they hold a majority of the shares. 
The amount of the individual subscriptions 
ranges from one hundred to one thousand dol- 
lars, on the average. Not many librarians 
are wealthy, and the checks that some of 
them have sent us represent the major part of 
their savings. We treasure this testimonial 
of confidence, and we believe that the invest- 
ment will prove of mutual benefit. 


Financial state sound 

Despite the difficulties that beset biblio- 
graphic publishing, the financial state of the 
Wilson Company has always been sound. Since 
the incorporation of the Company in 1902 the 
guaranteed dividend of seven per cent per 
annum on the preferred stock has been paid 
every year on the first day of January. If 
you should ask how this has been possible, 
we should tell you that we have operated on 
a rigorously economical and efficient basis; 
and we should add that the best security for 
our future lies in the fact that the libraries 
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have faith in us and are realizing, more and 
more, that our publications are indispensable. 

Our goal is not yet attained, but it seems 
no longer unattainable. The new building 
and equipment will require the sale of pre- 
ferred stock to the total amount of more than 
a hundred thousand dollars, of which well 
over a third has already been subscribed. 
One of our friends has written that “an in- 
vestment in the Wilson Company is an in- 
vestment in library progress.” It is also an 
exceptionally sound financial investment. One 
or more shares may be paid for at conven- 
ience, with dividend accruing at the rate of 
seven per cent from the date of payment. It 
has been our policy to see that any stock- 
holder in case of emergency should have his 
shares redeemed at par value with accrued 
dividends.* 

We should like to add many more libra- 
rians to the list of more than two hundred 
and eighty who now hold a controlling in- 
terest in this cooperative bibliographical in- 
stitution. We are proud to say that this busi- 
ness is conducted upon the fundamental belief 
that it is more than a private commercial en- 
terprise run primarily for profit. We have 
voluntarily classified ourselves as a public 
service institution subject to the approval of 
our patrons as to rates and profits; and we 
have adopted publicity of our affairs as an 
earnest of our intention to be fair. It is in 
keeping with this cooperative policy that we 
sell our publications on the service basis, form 
our editorial decisions by vote of our sub- 
scribers, and keep our books and records open 
for examination. And no doubt this attempt 
to serve the best interests of the largest num- 
ber has been responsible for our success. 

Some of the letters we received from li- 
brarians in response to our communication 
were so gracious and encouraging that we 
cannot resist the temptation to print a few 
selections from them here. They will not 
give you as much pleasure as they gave us, 
but perhaps they will tell you why the future 
looks so promising to the Wilson Company. 


Subscriptions and compliments 


“T am enclosing a check for one hundred 
dollars, which is to pay for one share of 
preferred stock in the H. W. Wilson Company. 
A little later, perhaps, I shall be able to sub- 
scribe for a few more shares. To librarians 
who can fully appreciate the services done by 


the H. W. Wilson publications in the library 
field, this investment must seem a sound one. 
May the H. W. Wilson Company continue 
to prosper and to expand!”—A High School 
Librarian in Oklahoma. 


“Enclosed is a check for four hundred dol- 
lars ($400.00) for four (4) shares of your 
preferred stock. That will increase my hold- 
ings to five (5) shares. I don’t see how we 
librarians can help but appreciate its value. 
We couldn’t live without the company’s ser- 
vice.”—New York. 


“There are several reasons why I should 
like to hold stock in the H. W. Wilson Com- 
pany. Two of them are that I believe in their 
— and I believe in the company.”—Mary- 
and. 


“I feel that this investment is a good one 
financially, and I am also very glad to have 
a share in the work which you are doing for 
libraries which has proved of such great im- 
portance to us.”"—A College Librarian. 


“I have always intended to make a small 
investment in the stock of the H. W. Wilson 
Company and your recent Christmas letter 
arrived just as my bank balance shows enough 
to my credit for me to draw a check for 
$500 and leave enough for me to live on for 
the coming month. So I hasten to fill in the 
application.”—Brooklyn, N. Y. 


“Thanks for the opportunity to subscribe 
for preferred stock. . . As you know, I have 
the greatest confidence both in the business 
running of this property and in its prospects 
as producing goods which are essential: and 
in increasing demand.”—A Leading Librarian. 


“I greatly appreciate the opportunity con- 
tained in yours of the 31st ultimo whereby I 
might become a shareholder in the H. W. Wil- 
son Company. I am so kindly disposed toward 
the company that altho I am not in a posi- 
tion to take advantage of the opportunity, I 
cannot refrain from writing to thank you for 
it and to express my very high regafd for 
the work which your company is doing in 
the library field and wish it every success in 
the years to come. One can hardly visualize 
the modern public library without the Wilson 
services. It is a particularly happy relation 
which we all have with your firm, buying as 
we do on the service basis. There seems to 
be a mutual benefit from the arrangement 
which we do not seem to be able to apply 
in purchasing other commodities and services. 

“T wish to take this opportunity of extend- 
ing the season’s greetings to you personally 
and say that I hope some day to be in a posi- 
tion to hold stock in your company.”—British 
Columbia. 


*The annual financial report of the H. W. Wilson Company for the year ended March 31, 1927, 
was printed in the September, 1927, number of the Wilson Bulletin. Copies may be obtained on request. 
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A NEXT-TO-NOTHING LIBRARY OF 


MODERN AUTHORS 


By Miriam Herron 


. Public Library, Flint, Michigan 





O satisfy the legitimate curiosity of the 
reading public which demands to know 
why authors behave like human beings, pub- 
lishers began to issue short, attractive 
brochures containing a few biographical and 
critical facts about their best-known writers. 
As most of these pamphlet biographies have 
been issued since 1920, they contain much 
valuable reference material not to be found 
in the ordinary reference tools. These pam- 
phlets range in size from a printed broadside 
to elaborate booklets of from fifteen to fifty 
pages, containing pictures of the author, in- 
teresting biographical information, an appre- 
ciation of his work by another author, and 
a list of his publications with critical notes. 

The beauty of it is that these biographies 
can be secured for next to nothing: many of 
them are free and others range in price from 
ten to thirty cents. All are quite worth hav- 
ing in the reference room. The smaller 
brochures were so successful that shortly sev- 
eral publishers joined forces and issued for a 
nominal sum full-sized bound books with 
chapters devoted to each writer—witness Grant 
Overton’s When Winter Comes to Main 
Street, American Night’s Entertainment, Car- 
goes for Crusoes. Alfred A. Knopf believed 
in this type of advertising and included 
sketches of Knopf authors in The Borzoi, 
1920 and 1925. 

The librarian will find the pamphlet biog- 
raphies excellent publicity material. He may 
put a copy of The Significance of Sinclair 
Lewis on display with Lewis’s Elmer Gantry 
and include the attractive Kipling booklet 
which contains the Kipling Index in the dis- 
play of a new edition of his works. He will 
want to distribute these pamphlets from the 
book booth at the fair or at other special 
exhibits. And speaking of exhibits, why 
wouldn’t a collection of these brochures make 
a worth while display? In this connection, 


A. Knopf has offered to send for exhibition 
purposes pictures of authors of books his 


firm has published. No doubt other publishers 
would be glad to send similar material. 

The librarian will find that the pamphlet 
biographies fill a very present need in an- 
swering the questions of club women and of 
students of contemporary literature. The 
most satisfactory way of caring for the pam- 
phlet biographies is to file them under the 
name of the biographee in a vertical file near 
the reference desk. The short sketches of 
modern authors found in the publisher’s sup- 
plement of the Readers’ Guide and the Cumu- 
lative Book Index should also be clipped and 
mounted for this file. Another source of up 
to date information is from publishers’ news 
releases (often mimeographed biographies of 
authors) which libraries should be able to 
secure for the asking. On a shelf near the 
file should be kept the Grant Overton books 
mentioned above, the Manly and Ricket con- 
temporary literature outlines, Who’s who in 
literature (Bowker), Bessie Graham’s Book- 
man’s Manual, and a selection of other books 
about modern authors. 

By the way, as an aid to club women sev- 
eral libraries have recommended as the best 
thing of its kind a pamphlet of about thirty 
pages issued by the University of North Caro- 
lina which contains fifteen well-made pro- 
grams on modern writers and which may be 
obtained from the University for fifty cents. 
Another club help is Program Outlines on 
Books and Authors, by J. V. Sloan which 
Appleton will supply gratis. 

Another source of interesting book chats, 
gossip about writers, and extracts or illustra- 
tions from new books is the book bulletin 
issued by various publishers. ‘hese little 
magazines are especially valuable to the libra- 
rian of a small library where the literary 
periodicals are few. The patrons of the li- 
brary (or of the small town bookstore) will 
be glad to have the opportunity of seeing these 
book bulletins and they should be brought to 
the public attention by posting on the bulletin 
board or listing and shelving with the other 
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periodicals. Whether the library can afford 
to buy them or not, it should be to the ad- 
vantage of every librarian to call new books 
to the notice of the readers and thus form 
another friendly link of cooperation between 
the seller and the lender of books. 


Individual pamphlet biographies 
The following list is probably not complete 
and some of the pamphlets may, by this time, 
be out of print as is often the case with such 
ephemeral material. Only the subject of the 
pamphlet and short form of the publisher’s 
name are given. 


Alcott, Louisa May Little, Brown 
Babcock, Bernie Lippincott 
Bailey, Temple Penn 
Beard, Dan C. Scribner 
Bennett, Arnold Doran 
Benson, Stella Macmillan 
Bojer, Johan Century 
Bower, Bertha M. Little, Brown 
Brown, Alice Macmillan 
Burgess, Thornton W. Little, Brown 
Burnett, Mrs. Francis Hodgson Stokes 
Cabell, James Branch McBride 
Caine, Hall Lippincott 
Canfield, Dorothy. See Fisher, Dorothy 
Canfield 
Cather, Willa Knopf 
Cobb, Irvin S. Doran 
Cobb, Irvin S. F.G. Newman, 
Paducah, Ky. 
Colum, Padraic Macmillan 
Conrad, Joseph Doubleday, Page 
Conrad, Joseph Unwin 
Couperus, Louis Dodd, Mead 
De la Mare, Walter Holt 
Dell, Floyd Knopt 
Dreiser, Theodore Boni & Liveright 
Erskine, John Bobbs Merrill 
Fabre, Henri Dodd, Mead 
Farnham, Mateel Howe Dodd, Mead 
Farnol, Jeffery Little, Brown 
Ferber, Edna Doubleday, Page 
Fisher, Dorothy Canfield Harcourt, Brace 
Fletcher, J. S. Knopf 
France, Anatole Dodd, Mead 
(Anatole France number of Something 
about books—May 1925 Lippincott 
Franck, Harry A. Century 
Frost, Robert Holt 
Gale, Zona Appleton 
Galsworthy, John Scribner 
Garland, Hamlin Macmillan 
Gibbs, George Appleton 
Gide, André Knopf 
Glasgow, Ellen Doubleday, Page 
Golding, Louis Knopf 
Grayson, David Doubleday, Page 
Guiterman, Arthur Harper 
Hamilton, Cosmo Little, Brown 
Hamsun, Knut Knopf 


Hardy, Thomas Harper 


Harris, Frank 


Hergesheimer, Joseph 


Hewlett, Maurice 


Hill, Grace Livingston 


Hough, Emerson 
Hudson, W. H. 


Hutchinson, A. S. M. 


Johnson, Owen 


Johnston, Annie F. 
Johnston, Sir Harry 


Brentano 
Knopf 
Macmillan 
Lippincott 
Appleton 
Dutton 

Little, Brown 
Little, Brown 
Page 
Macmillan 


Kipling, Rudyard. The Kipling index, 


Lagerlof, Selma 
Lawrence, D. H. 
Lewis, Sinclair 


Doubleday, Page 
Doubleday, Page 

Seltzer 
Harcourt, Brace 


Significance of Sinclair Lewis 


by Stuart P. Sherman 


Lincoln, Joseph C. 
Locke, W. J. 
Lofting, Hugh 
Lowell, Amy 
Lucas, E. V. 
McFee, William 


McKenna, Stephen 


Mackenzie, Jean 
Mann, Thomas 


Marshall, Archibald 


Marshall, Edison 
Masefield, John 
Mason, A. E. W. 
Maugham, W. S. 
Maxwell, W. B. 
Mencken, H. L. 


Millay, Edna St. Vincent 


Mills, Enos 


Miln, Louise Jordan 
Montgomery, L. M. 


Morley, Christopher 
Morrow, Honore Willsie 
Mukerji, Dahan Gopal 


Mullins, Isla May 
Nathan, Robert 
Neihardt, John G. 


Nicholson, Meredith 


Norris, Frank 
Norris, Kathleen 
Noyes, Alfred 


O’Brien, Frederick 


Harcourt, Brace 
Appleton 

Dodd, Mead 
Stokes 


Houghton, Mifflin 


Doran 
Doubleday, Page 
Little, Brown 


Houghton, Mifflin 


Knopf 

Dodd, Mead 
Little, Brown 
Macmillan 
Doran 

Doran 

Dodd, Mead 
Knopf 

Harper 
Doubleday, Page 
Stokes 

L. C. Page 
Stokes 
Doubleday, Page 
Stokes 

Dutton 

L. C. Page 
Bobbs Merrill 
Macmillan 
Scribner 
Doubleday, Page 
Doubleday, Page 
Stokes 

Century 


O. Henry. See Porter, Sidney 


O’Neill, Eugene 


Oemler, Marie Conway 
Oppenheim, E. Phillips 
Perkins, Lucy Fitch 
Porter, Eleanor H. 


Porter, Sidney 


Proctor, Edna Dean 


Rice, Alice Hegan 
Rice, Cale Young 


Boni & Liveright 


__ Century 
Little, Brown 


Houghton, Mifflin 


L. C. Page 
Doubleday, Page 


Houghton, Mifflin 


Century 
Century 


Poetry and prose of Cale 


Young Rice 


Richmond, Grace S. 
Rinehart, Mary Roberts 


Robinson, E. A. 


Ross, Edward Alsworth 


Sabatini, Rafael 
Sandburg, Carl 


Schauffler, Robert Haven 
Schultz, James Willard 


Century 
Doubleday, Page 
Doran 

Macmillan 
Century 


Houghton, Mifflin 


Haldeman-Julius 


Houghton, Mifflin 
Houghton, Mifflin 











184 





THE WILSON BULLETIN 











Sedgwick, Anne Douglas 
Seton, Ernest Thompson 
Sharp, Dallas Lore Houghton, Mifflin 
Sinclair, Bertrand W. Little, Brown 
Sinclair, Upton Author, Pasadena, Calif. 
Spengler, Oswald Kno 

(The history of a book which 

is making history) 


Houghton, Mifflin 
Doubleday, Page 


Stephens, James Macmillan 
Stevenson, Robert Louis Scribner 
Swinnerton, Frank Doran 
Tarkington, Booth Doubleday, Page 
Teasdale, Sara Macmillan 
Thompson, Sylvia Little, Brown 
Train, Arthur Scribner 
Trine, Ralph Waldo Dodd, Mead 
Walpole, Hugh Doran 
Wells, H. G. Scribner 
Wharton, Edith Appleton 
White, Stewart Edward Doubleday, Page 
White, William Allen Macmillan 


Harcourt, Brace 
Houghton Mifflin 


Widdemer, Margaret 
Wiggin, Kate Douglas 


Wilkinson, Marguerite Macmillan 
Wright, Harold Bell Appleton 
Young, Francis Brett Knopf 


Collective pamphlet biographies 
About Artists Doubleday, Page 
Authors of the day Doran 


Brief biographies of well-known authors 
Penn 


Little sketches of modern authors McBride 
Portraits of authors Houghton, Mifflin 
Sixteen authors Harcourt, Brace 


Who’s who among the Crowell authors 
Crowell 


Macmillan 


Books on poetry and drama 









Book bulletins 


The following magazines issued at more or 
less regular intervals by publishers or book- 
sellers are quite readable and supplement the 
usual publisher’s catalog. Most of them are 
supplied free. 


Appleton books, a monthly list Appleton 


Book Diai Doubleday, Page 
Book leaf Doubleday, Page 
Book News Macmillan 
Books of Macaulay Macaulay 
Books of the month Bowker 
Borzoi Books Knopf 
Borzoi Broadside Knopf 
Brentano’s Book Chat Brentano 
The Centurion Century 
The Cupid and lion Dial press 
Doran books Doran 
Good books Boni & Liveright 
Hoo’s Hoo Holt 
The Kalends Waverly Press and 


Williams and Wilkins 
Juvenile news Holt 
Literary News Notes Doran 
McClurg’s monthly bulletin of new books 
McClurg 
Murray Hill Gazette Doran 
New books from Beacon Hill Little, Brown 
Oxford University press bulletins of 


new publications Oxford 
The periodical Oxford 
The Piper Houghton, Mifflin 
Putnam’s books Putnam 


Rest and Read: Kroch’s book review 
Kroch’s International Bookstore 
Speaking of books (supersedes Notes 


on books) Doran 
Stokes’ Library Bulletin Stokes 
Wings Literary Guild of America 





An Institute of Indexing is now being or- 
ganized in England. It is conceived as an 
international association of professional, com- 
mercial, and lay interests capable of render- 
ing valuable social service and of influencing 
materially the coordination and advancement 
of knowledge. 

According to the sponsors of the Institute, 
England has suffered from the want of an 
efficient and centralized indexing service; 


Institute of Indexing 






much valuable time and effort are wasted 
thru the publication of important books and 
periodicals that are either inadequately in- 
dexed or not indexed at all. 

Readers of the Bulletin who are interested 
in the establishment of the Institute of In- 
dexing should communicate with Mr. W. R. 
Douglas Shaw, “Beaufort,” Mornington Road, 
Chingford, London, E. 4. 
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AIDS IN TEACHING THE USE OF 
THE LIBRARY 


NE of the most pathetic sights in all 

Christendom is the wistful blundering of 
a mature and cultured person amid the card 
catalog files and reference shelves of a pub- 
lic library as though they concealed some cab- 
balistic mystery or would unlock their treas- 
ures only at the cry of magic syllables. In- 
deed there is an “Open Sesame” to unlock 
the library’s treasures, but it is far from be- 
ing an exclusive revelation. The only con- 
ditions are an average intelligence and the 
will to learn. 

One of the strange oversights of education 
has been the negligent failure to teach stu- 
dents how to use the simple but indispensable 
tools of the scholar, such as an ordinary ref- 
erence book, an index, or a card catalog. 
The idea seems to have been that the light 
of nature would guide one through these un- 
familiar places, but unfortunately the light 
falleth where it listeth, Any one who has 
seen the waste of time caused by such ig- 
norance, even in the case of college graduates, 
realizes that some direct explanation and in- 
struction are needed. In recent years many 
schools of all grades have introduced in- 
struction in the use of the library, and in 
time, no doubt, it will be universally recog- 
nized as an important part of the curriculum. 

The textbooks published by the Wilson 
Company on using the library are intended 
to make such instruction easier and to supply 
the student with a printed guide for refer- 
ence in addition to oral instruction. Four 
publications meet various needs. The three 
pamphlets booklets are supplied in quantity 
at a low price, so that each student may 
have a copy. 


Library key in preparation 

Now in preparation is the latest of the 
series, The Library Key, by Zaidee Brown, 
which contains a somewhat fuller explanation 
than the popular pamphlet, Find Jt Yourself! 
The Library Key is intended to serve as a 
textbook for use in high schools, either with 
or without classroom instruction, and also as 
a manual for distribution or sale to the read- 
ers in any library to enable them to use it 


more intelligently. The new volume will in- 
clude the topics of the shorter book together 
with a few additions, and in general will be 
adapted to more advanced students. To make 
it easier to use in schools giving only a few 
lessons the most essential material is in large 
type, and supplementary explanations and de- 
tails are in smaller type. This makes these 
added details readily available for reference 
when the student is puzzled, but permits them 
to be omitted easily from the required work. 
In schools giving a longer course all the ma- 
terial may be included in the class work. A 
full index will make this book a valuable ref- 
erence work, and it should save the busy li- 
brarian many oral explanations. Explanatory 
details have been added with this use in mind. 

The practice work for the first seven les- 
sons will be that prepared by Miss Scripture 
and Miss Greer for use in Find It Yourself! 
These “contracts,” which will be repeated in 
this textbook, may be carried out with or 
without classroom instruction, and are 
adapted to varying degrees of ability. Addi- 
tional practice work will be provided for the 
added chapters. 

A teacher’s edition will provide suggested 
practise work of various kinds, much of it 
collected from schools that have given such 
courses. The price of The Library Key will 
be 75c a single copy, with special rate for 
quantity orders. It will be suitable for dis- 
tribution to high schools, college freshmen, 
normal school sudents, and readers in public 
libraries. The teacher’s edition will sell at 
85c. 

Find it yourself! 

Find It Yourself! as has already been in- 
dicated, is of a more elementary nature. This 
work of Elizabeth Scripture and Margaret R. 
Greer is a pamphlet giving seven lessons on 
Arrangement and Regulations of the Library, 
The Book, Dictionaries, Encyclopedias, Special 
Reference Books, Card Catalog, and Readers’ 
Guide to Periodical Literature. The explan- 
ations have been made as short and simple as 
possible, only the most essential points being 
included. The lessons are based on several 
years of experience in giving such instruc- 
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tion in high schools. While the bock may 
be used in connection with classroom lessons 
in the use of the library, the intention of 
the authors has been to make instruction pos- 
sible without such lessons. Each lesson is a 
“block,” and consists of explanation and prac- 
tice work in the form of four “contracts.” 
These “contracts” increase in difficulty, and 
only the first two are required of the whole 
class, the others being carried out for honor 
credit if the pupil is judged equal to them. 
This device adapts the work to pupils of 
varying ability. A teacher’s edition contains 
the text of the pupil’s edition and also sug- 
gestions on teaching, with questions and other 
material for practice work. 

The large sale already enjoyed by Find It 
Yourself has made possible a reduction in 
price on quantity orders. Single copies of the 
students’ edition are 50c as before; on or- 
ders for ten or more copies for classroom 
use, the price is 25c; and on orders for 100 
or more copies, 20c. The teachers’ manual is 
priced at 6c, but copies will be supplied free 
of charge, on request, with orders for the 
students’ edition for class use. 


Cataloging and indexing service 
Another aid is entitled The Cataloging and 
Indexing Service of the H. W. Wilson Com- 


pany. Since many schools give special in- 
struction in the use of the Readers’ Guide and 
some of the other publications of the Wilson 
Company, two pamphlets with this title have 
been prepared to make such instruction easier. 
Descriptions of the publications are accom- 
panied by sample pages. 

The Advanced Course, intended for stu- 
dents in colleges, normal schools, and library 
schools, provides information on the Readers’ 
Guide, International Index, Industrial Arts 
Index, Agricultural Index, Debate Material, 
Cumulative Book Index, Book Review Digest, 
Standard Catalog Series, and the Cumulating 
Indexing Service Time Table of the H. W. 
Wilson Company. 

In the Short Course the information has 
been abridged for special use in high schools 
and college freshmen classes. While the 
Readers’ Guide and the Handbooks are dealt 
with fully, only brief mention is made of the 
other periodical indexes, and the amount of 


information given for the Cumulative Book 
Index, Book Review Digest, and Standard 
Catalog, has been cut down. 

Copies of the Cataloging and Indexing 
Service, up to 50, will be supplied free of 
charge to any one class. Additional copies of 
the Short Course are 2c each, and of the 
Advanced Course 4c each. In ordering, please 
be sure to state which course is wanted. 


Guide to the use of libraries 

The fourth aid, Guide to the Use of Libra- 
ries, by Margaret Hutchins, Alice S. Johnson, 
and Margaret S. Williams, is the fullest. This 
is a bound book, 251 pages in length, and sells 
for $1.25. It is intended for college and 
university students, but is a useful manual 
for any mature scholar. It contains chapters 
on general library practices helpful to the 
user of any library, suggestions as to the use 
of books, and annotated lists of the basic ref- 
erence works in general and special fields. 
Used as a textbook in a college course in the 
use of libraries, it leaves free for recitation 
and discussion the part of the class period 
otherwise consumed in detailed note-taking, 
and places the subject matter of the course be- 
fore the student in a convenient and trust- 
worthy form. The table of contents indi- 
cates the comprehensiveness of this volume: 
The College or University Library, Classifi- 
cation, Call Numbers and the Arrangement 
of Books on the Shelves, Shelf List, Card 
Catalog: General Principles, Card Catalog: 
Publications of Governments, Societies, and 
Institutions, Arrangement of Cards in the 
Catalog, Parts of a Book, Reference Books, 
Magazines and Magazine Indexes, Encyclo- 
pedias, Annual Cyclopedias and Almanacs, 
Dictionaries of the English Language, Biog- 
raphy, Geography, History, Sociology, Re- 
ligion, Literature, Fine Arts, Science, Agri- 
culture, Home Economics, Engineering Com- 
merce and General Business Education, United 
States Public Documents, and Bibliography. 
The appendix includes Questions for Oral 
Review, Sample Problem, Selected List of 
Fifty Reference Books, and Books for Ref- 
erence Use in Connection with some Indoor 
Activities and Recreations of College Stu- 
dents. 
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BOOKS FOR THE SICK" 








*“Book “Medicine” is Boon to Patients 


ao 


Here is a glimpse of the librarian distributing books to patients in a men’s ward. Books, while not usually 
“prescribed” by physicians, may in a sense be called a kind of medicine, since they help take the 
patients’ minds from their illness and consequently often aid in speeding recovery. 











HAT do people read when they are 
sick?” asked the Visitor to the Post- 
Graduate’s Circulating Library. 

The Librarian considered, “Well,” she re- 
plied thoughtfully, “the correct answer to that 
question is, “They read what they can get.’ 
Our Library isn’t as extensive as one could 
wish,” she added in explanation. 

“I suppose you want to know what books 
are requested by patients,” she continued. 
“There are as many types of sick people 
as there are of healthy ones and their tastes 
differ just as widely. There are some gen- 
eralizations, to be made, however, in regard 
to books people read in hospitals and books 
they read out of hospitals. For instance, 
there is a larger demand for humorous novels 
in the Hospital Library than in a General 
Circulating Library. This demand always ex- 
ceeds the supply. Patients read the works of 
Harry Leon Wilson and E. K. Means and ask 
for similar books—and there aren’t any. Our 
humorous collection is comprised almost solely 
of the novels of these two authors and when 
a patient has exhausted these, he is out of 
luck. 


“Curiously enough, stories written in dialect 
are not popular. The darkie stories of E. K. 
Means are the single exception. The boycott 
on dialect is never lifted in this hospital for 
any other author. 

“The reason for the demand for humorous 
books is easily understood. In such reading, 
the patients escape their troubles. They get 
away from themselves, their aches and pains, 
their grievances and their worries. 

“For the same reason, detective, mystery, and 
adventure stories enjoy a great vogue among 
hospital patients. Zane Grey is the favorite 
author of most of the men and of a surpris- 
ing number of the women. Curwood, because 
of the nature of the love interest in his books, 
has even more feminine admirers. Bower has 
his adherents too. But for Zane Grey the 
calls are insistent and unceasing. In hospitals, 
he is read even by his highbrow enemies. 
This popular writer of “Westerns” may have 
no place in the life of a so-called intellectual, 
but he occasionally gains room on the bedside 
table of the same individual in a hospital. 
It would take numbers of copies of every 
novel by Zane Grey to satisfy the demand 
here. 


* Reprinted from Hospital News of the New York Post-Graduate Hospital. 
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All like thrills 

“Men have the reputation of being vora- 
cious detective story readers. In a hospital 
their record for detective yarns is equalled 
if not bettered by the women. 

“Women are reputed to be omnivorous 
readers of love stories. The young girls are, 
it is true. But it is more tragic than humor- 
ous to find that many women who have been 
married five years or more have eschewed 
love stories. Unless one is prepared for com- 
ments ranging from cynicism to profanity it 
is foolish to suggest love stories to these 
prejudiced patients. 

“Some of the young girls, of course, are 
not to be weaned from Ethel M. Dell, Maud 
Diver and their ilk. Kathleen Norris is a 
favorite with women, too. Historical novels, 
such as E. Barrington’s “Divine Lady” and 
“Glorious Apollo” are very popular in the 
women’s wards. 

“As for the difference between the reading 
tastes of men and women, the honors go to 
the men. They read more and better books 
than the women do. In the outside, more-or- 
less-healthy-world, the reverse is generally be- 


lieved to be true, but within hospital bounds 
the verdict favors the men. 

“Interestingly enough, foreignors have al- 
ways heard of Jack London and there is a 
constant demand on their part for his books. 

“The impression should not be gained that 
the better class of book has no circulation in 


a hospital. Someone donated ‘The Royal 
Road to Romance” several weeks ago and it 
is impossible to put into words the good that 
book has done. An American patient, 37 years 
old, in the ward for months, took a new lease 
on life when “The Royal Road to Romance’ 
was put into his hands. Another patient, a 
young Jew, had his last few weeks on this 
earth made happier by the loan of Lawrence’s 
‘Adventures in Arabia.’ ‘A Journal from Our 
Legation in Belgium,’ by Hugh Gibson was 
read with great interest by an Armenian re- 
covering from his 16th operation. 


“Sometimes there are patients who have 
never read a book in their lives. Time hangs 
heavy on their hands when they are in hos- 
pitals, and to keep them from~too much 
brooding, it is wise to try to ease them into 


the reading habit. Leaving a book on their 
beds, open at some interesting picture, is a 
ruse that often works. Connecting up some 
timely event featured in the newspapers, for 
example the Lindbergh flight, with a novel 
which has aviation figuring in the plot, fre- 
quently suceeds in gaining a reader. Getting 
the patient to contemplate a bookless old age 
sometimes starts him on the road to reading. 
An interest in books is often the cure for 
the introspective brooding in which sick 
people too frequently indulge. 


Need more “sedatives” 

“Books that have been filmed offer an open- 
ing wedge. The patient will accept a familiar 
title with greater alacrity than a work of 
which he has never heard. To “The Covered 
Wagon,” “Wages of Virtue,” “Merton of the 
Movies,” “Beau Geste” and similar novels can 
be credited many converts to reading. 

“Other persons requiring missionary effort 
on the part of a Librarian are the nervous 
patients. They need the healing sort of book 
and there are not enough in the Library, in 
fact not enough anywhere, to take care of 
the nervous cases to whom books like “The 
Idyll of Twin Fires” and “The Dingbat of 
Arcady” are sedatives of the first order. Out- 
door books are ideal. Mary Roberts Rine- 
hart’s “Tenting Tonight,” Dorothy Canfield’s 
“Hillboro Folk,” Humphrey’s “Over Against 
Green Peak,” M. E. Waller’s “Good Carver 
of Olympus,” French’s “Rejuvenation of Aunt 
Mary” are other efficient prescripions for ner- 
vous cases. 


Almost all read a bit 

“Almost every patient reads at some time 
during his stay in the hospital. Library days 
are Tuesdays and Fridays. Some days the 
rounds are made twice. Some shy patients 
who have mutely refused books on both oc- 
casions will find their tongues when they see 
the Librarian leaving for the second time and 
S O S their need of reading material by a last 
minute “Hey” — “Miss” — “Lady!”— — or 
“Say”. 

“To all and sundry of which appellations 
the Librarian must reply. And to all and 
sundry possible donators to her stock she feels 
impelled to S O S herself: ‘More books! 
More books!” 
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OUT OF PRINT BOOKS 


NYONE who sets out to compile a bib- 

liography of the best books on any sub- 
ject is apt to be impressed by the fact that 
the latest book is not necessarily the best, 
and that the most authoritative work is often 
allowed to go out of print before an adequate 
successor has been provided. 


A glance at the number of out of print 
books included in such buying lists as the 
A. L. A. Catalog and the Standard Catalog 
Series will testify to the gravity of the situ- 
ation. Naturally if any book covering the 
same ground and still in print had been found, 
the out of print book would in each case 
have been omitted from such a list. 

To go into the question of why valuable 
books are allowed to go out of print would 
require too much space at this time. Suffice 
it to say that while classics in literature are 
nearly always available in some form, the 
market for classic works on architecture, 
music, etc. is not so stabilized, because of 
the need for frequent revision and readjust- 
ment of values. One might add also that re- 
viewers and buyers look with more favor 
upon a new book than upon a new edition. 

But what about the libraries? The indica- 
tions are that library workers prefer new edi- 
tions of standard books. For example, the 
various librarians and specialists who vote 
on the titles included in the Standard Catalog 
have again and again highly recommended 
books now out of print, with a note that a 
reprint or new edition ought to be published 
some day. In such cases, the editors of the 
Standard Catalog write to the publishers and 
ask if anything of the sort is being contem- 
plated. The usual answer is No. 

Most publishers, upon being asked under 
what circumstances their books are reissued, 
will reply, “When we have enough requests or 
orders to justify reissuing.” If the librarians 
really want these out of print books, then, ap- 
parently they might better write directly to 


the publishers than to try quietly to secure the 
books through second-hand dealers. 


It has been suggested that the editors of 
the Standard Catalog print in the Wilson 
Bulletin from time to time lists of out of 
print books which have received very favor- 
able votes for inclusion in the Standard Cata- 
log, so that librarians who wish to do so may 
write to the publishers requesting reissue of 
the most valuable of the books. 


Accordingly, the following brief list of out 
of print books, which have received heavy 
votes for inclusion in the Fine Arts Section 
of the Standard Catalog is presented: 


Bie, Oskar, History of the pianoforte and 
pianoforte players. 1899 Dutton 

Caffin, C. H. American masters of sculp- 
ure. 1913 Doubleday 

Day, L. F. Windows; a book about stained 
and painted glass. 18907 Scribner 

Drake, Maurice, and Drake, Wilfred. 
Saints and their emblems. 1916 Lip- 
pincott 

Hill, G. F. 
sculpture. 

Hunter, G. L. 
Lippincott 

Kobbé, Gustav. 
1906 Crowell 

Montagu-Nathan, M. Contemporary Rus- 
sian composers. 1917 Stokes 

Osborne, S. D. Engraved gems, signets, 
talismans and ornamental intaglios. 
1912 Holt 

Parkyn, E. A. Introduction to the study 
of prehistoric art. 1915 Longmans 

Phillips, L. M. Art and environment. 1911 
Holt 

Sturgis, Russell, ed. Dictionary of archi- 
tecture and building. 3v 1901-02 Macmil- 
lan 

Sturgis, Russell. _How to judge archi- 
tecture. 1903 Baker & Taylor 

Wallaschek, R. Primitive music. 
Longmans 

Wallis, F. E. How to know achitecture. 
1910 Harper 

Waters, C. E. C. Handbook of legendary 
and mythological art. 1890 Houghton 


(one hundred masterpieces of 
1910 Dodd 


Decorative textiles. 1918 


Famous American songs. 


n.d. 
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BS ao selection of titles and the cataloging 

for the Fine Arts Section of the Stand- 
ard Catalog is gradually nearing completion. 
This section when it is finished will be a 
classified list of 1200 of the best books for 
the average library on the subjects included 
in the Dewey Classification from 700 to 799. 
Approximately 300 additional titles will be 
mentioned in notes as important but too ex- 
pensive for the average budget, too special- 
ized, or difficult to obtain. 

While the subjects represented by the class 
numbers 790 to 799,—sports and amusements, 
—would not logically be included among the 
fine arts, with the possible excepion of 792, 
the theater, still it was thought better to 
follow the outline of the Decimal Classifica- 
ion, which most of the libraries use. This 
class is exceptionally large in proportion, list- 
ing about 200 titles, of which almost one- 
fourth are concerned with the theater. 

In addition to the 1200 titles classified from 
700 to 700, a selection of titles on costume 
will be given in the Fine Arts Section. Al- 


STANDARD CATALOG NOTES 


Fine Arts Section 


though generally classed in 391, books on this 
subject are most used in the art departments 
of libraries, and, to be sure, books on cos- 
tume design and theatrical costuming gen- 
erally class in 741 and 792 respectively. 

A feature of the Fine Arts Section, as of 
other sections of the Standard Catalog, will 
be the analytical subject index. This index 
will bring out chapters in about one-fourth 
of the total number of books in the main list, 
with exact page references. Thus it will be 
possible to find material on many subjects not 
represented in the list by a whole volume. 
The average number of analytical entries per 
volume is about six. 

Owing to the uncertainty of having to deal 
with so many publishers who have never been 
approached in connection with the Standard 
Catalog Series, the work of accumulating the 
books for editorial work has been consider- 
ably slowed down, and it is inadvisable to 
state at this time when the published Fine 
Arts Section may be expected. 


Fiction Section Supplement 


A eee to the Fiction Section 

of the Standard Catalog edited by 
Corinne Bacon is now in press. This supple- 
ment contains about 550 of the best novels for 
public libraries published since the Fiction 
Section was completed in 1923. Like the Sec- 
tion itself, it is an author and title list with 
annotations. The subject index which has 


proved so useful is continued. 

In preparing this supplement a list of nearly 
1000 titles was sent out to fourteen librarians 
in various parts of the country. These col- 
laborators indicated which titles were most 
useful as well as those which they had found 
to be worthless. 


On the basis of their check- 





ing the editor made the final selection of titles 
to be included in this Supplement. 

The subject index is a special feature of 
both the Supplement and the Fiction Section. 
In this index the user will find the headings 
Historical novels with subdivisions by coun- 
try and period; Locality, Novels by divided 
by place; Mystery and detective stories; 
Cheerful stories; Character studies; Humor 
and wit; and many other subjects for which 
the librarian will be asked. The editor will 
be glad to hear of any suggestions as to 
changes or additional subjects which may 
occur to the librarian in her work with the 
public. 

































AVE you a hobo in your library? Ac- 
cording to R. W. Mould, who recently 
retired as librarian of the Southwark Li- 
brary in London after thirty-five years of 
service, “a library should be a haven for the 
loafer, for the down-and-out, as well as for 
the respectable student.” Mr. Mould recalled 
that more than one poor fellow whom his 
library had sheltered from the cold had re- 
paid the kindness by becoming famous. He 
mentioned W. H. Davies, the poet, who wrote 
some of his best poems on scraps of paper in 
the Southwark Library, and added: “We have 
given shelter to many another bird of pas- 
sage who has later gladdened the world, so 
we must be careful to attract the downs and 
outs.” We like Mr. Mould’s humane sentiments. 
It will be an evil day when librarians be- 
comes snobbish about the pedigree and cos- 
tume of their patrons. Cleanliness is a virtue, 
no doubt, but it’s a long way from godliness. 
If the dispensation of grace were in our hands 
we doubt whether we should ever forgive the 
Guildhall librarian who refused admittance 
to a frequent visitor whose ragged apparel 
had become offensive to his delicate sensi- 
bilities. The excommunicated wretch was 
Francis Thompson. And he wrote The Hound 
of Heaven. 


Reading about the two hundred great vol- 
umes of scripture in the Thibetan language, 
each volume so large that two are a load 
for a man, that have started on a pilgrimage 
from Tibet to Peking, we wished that the 
account had been a bit more explicit. How 
many pages does one of these “books of 
record size” contain? How much does each 
volume weigh? We're curious for exact in- 
formation because all that we have to do is 
turn our neck (not that we’re habitual neck- 
turners) in order to observe the steady prog- 
ress of work on what we are inclined to be- 
lieve will be the largest book in respect to 
cubic content ever published, including even 
the aforementioned “Gangur” of the Lama 
priests. Of course it’s the U. S. Catalog, re- 
cording all books in print on January 1, 


1928, that we're talking about. The rumor 


runs hereabouts that it’s going to contain 





THE WILSON BULLETIN 


DILLY TANTE OBSERVES 








approximately 4000 pages and weigh in the 
neighborhood of 30 pounds when completed. 
Many a ponderous tome in tongues familiar 
and strange have we explored in quest of the 
wisdom that eludes us, but never have we ex- 
cavated from the shelves a book so ponder- 
ously tomeish as this one promises to be. 
Since each page (9” x 12”) will contain about 
100 square inches of printed material, there 
will be a total of some 400,000 square inches 
of type in the whole volume, if our mathe- 
matics is correct, which it usually isn’t. How 
much 400,000 square inches is and how far 
so many inches would reach if unraveled and 
stretched, we can’t say. But anyhow it’s go- 
ing to be a big book, and if you know of any 
bigger we'd like to hear about it. 


Scholastic argument in London at a joint 
meeting of the Library Association and the 
Association of Assistant Librarians in London 
as reported by “Cleon” in the Library World: 
“A gentleman whose name I didn’t catch 

. wanted to know where his colleagues 
would put, using Dewey, Kathleen (sic) 
Mayo’s Mother India, and gave reasons why 
it should go in ‘forms of state.’ Then Mr. 
Bolton expressed the view that it might go 
in medicine and Mr. Piper thought 954 might 
do. Then Mr. Berwick Sayers thought Mr. 
Piper must mean 915.4 (I hope I’ve got these 
numbers right . . . I never could understand 
Dewey, or any other classificatory method for 
that matter). This brought Mr. Mason 
Headicar—at least I’m told it was he—to his 
feet with a flat denial that it was India at 
all; it was sociology. To this Mr. Berwick 
Sayers retorted that it was, but no ordinary 
person would look for it other than in India. 
Then the exhilarating remark that our clas- 
sification expert was ‘silly’ fell from the Li 
brarian of the British Library of Political 
Science. . . What about that as an example 
of the thrilling nature of a bone-dry technical 
subject? So we had a vote, and 20 voted that 
the book was India, and 5 voted that it 
wasn’t, and, as I reckon, 175 weren’t prepared 
to say what it was. So much for that.” 

Which reminds us very forcibly of the no 
less solemn arguments of the Schoolmen as 
to how many angels could dance on the point 
of a needle .. . an argument that has always 
fascinated us and filled us with wonder, not 
so much at the size of the angelic ballet as 
at their reason for wanting to dance on the 
point of a needle. We can think of countless 
places much more suitable for terpsichorean 
exhibitions. 
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ISS JONES is very busy these days 

preparing a program for her class in 
celebration of Washington’s birthday. Miss 
Jones is troubled, too, because she is having 
a difficult time finding enough poems to go 
round. It’s not so much the paucity of verse 
on the First President that dismays her as 
the scarcity of good verse and of a kind suit- 
able for recitation by youngsters. Many an 
ebullient bard is willing to be ridiculous for 
the sake of a rhyme. In her exploration of 
Parnassus Miss Jones is liable to stumble 
across numberless low creeping verses that 
haven't even a foot to stand on. 


“Hail to thee, George Washington! 

In time of terrible need God sent 

You here to be sure His work was done. 
O great and good man, O splendid President, 
Today all good Americans remember you, 
For ’tis your birthday, Feb. 22!” 


The preceding specimen of divine inspira- 
tion is really no worse than a great deal of 
stuff that has actually achieved publication. 

Miss Jones’ predicament is not at all un- 
usual. Her friend, Miss Robinson, who is 
looking for poems on Easter for her Sunday 
school class, is having almost as hard a time; 
and it is reported on good authority that the 
amount of rubbish written about “my dear 
sweet greyhaired Mother” would be sufficient 
to fill the Atlantic (Ocean, of course). 

The series of Poems for Holiday Use has 
been published by the Wilson Company to 
answer the need of schools and libraries for 
convenient and low-priced anthologies of the 
best verse for special occasions. The choice 
of poems was made by the Poetry Committee 
of the Carnegie Library School Association, 
and the proceeds derived from the publica- 
tion of these booklets are used to increase 
the Student Loan Fund of the Association. 
Intrinsic worth, variety of type, and range of 
appeal, have been the basis of selection. The 
names of Emerson, Herbert, Spenser, Whit- 


POEMS FOR HOLIDAY USE 








man, Neihardt, Dickinson, Rossetti, Whittier, 


Coleridge, Longfellow, Holmes, Guiterman, 
Lindsay, Markham, and Bryan, indicate the 
range of the selection. The poems are printed 
on one side of the page only so that they may 
be mounted and used separately if desired. 
These attractive and sturdy booklets, bound 
in paper, sell for 60c each. Titles in the 
series are as follows: 


Washington and Lincoln in Poetry. 
57 poems. 


Easter in Poetry. 48 poems. 
As thoughts of Easter are associated with 
the idea of rebirth, not only poems on God 
as the giver of life eternal, but also nature 
poems on the awakening of the earth to 
new life, and poems that emphasize the 
thought of God in creation, are included. 


Mother’s Day in Poetry. 42 poems. 
The idea of motherhood itself has deter- 
mined the choice of poems in this collec- 
tion. 


Memorial Day in Poetry. 47 poems 
Besides poems commemorative of the Civil 
War, this collection includes poems not 
dealing directly with that period but similar 
in character and theme. Some of these de- 
pict the cruelty of war as it has been ex- 
perienced by soldier poets. The poems pos- 
sess literary sincerity, are easily compre- 
hensible to boys and girls, and are suitable 
for recitation at Memorial Day services. 


Arbor Day in Poetry. 47 poems. 
Poems dealing with the idea of tree plant- 
ing, of trees, and of the strength and joy 
to be had from contact with the soil are 
included in this volume. 


Thanksgiving in Poetry. 28 poems 


Ist series. 
40 carols and poems. 


Christmas in Poetry. 


2d series. 
34 carols and poems. 


Christmas in Poetry. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 
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Leonard Wood memorial 


E wish to commend for your approval 

and support the humane and Christian 
object of the Leonard Wood Memorial Fund 
to raise $2,000,000 in order that the late Gen- 
eral’s resolution to drive the ancient scourge 
of leprosy from the face of the earth may 
be fully realized. Shortly after his appoint- 
ment to the Philippines, General Wood, who 
was a physician before he was a soldier, 
turned his attention to leprosy which is ram- 
pant in the islands. Seventeen times he vis- 
ited the greatest leprosarium in the world at 
Culion and become convinced that the noble 
work being carried on there by the little 
group of scientists would meet with complete 
success if only sufficient funds were available. 
The fund of $2,000,000 now being raised un- 
der the direction of General James G. Har- 
bord, the national chairman, will commemorate 
Leonard Wood’s name more fittingly than 
any monument of bronze or marble. Con- 
tributions should be sent to the Leonard 
Wood Memorial Fund for the Eradication of 
Leprosy, Metropolitan Tower, New York City. 


Thru the generosity of a friend the Ameri- 
can Civil Liberties Union has on hand for free 
distribution to libraries fifteen copies of Con- 
scientious Objector by Norman Thomas, 
which is the story of the American conscien- 
tious objector in the World War. Librarians 
who are interested in obtaining a copy are 
requested to write to the American Civil 
Liberties Union, 100 Fifth avenue, New York. 


The Aslib Directory 

The Association of Special Libraries and 
Information Bureaux has unfortunately been 
delayed in its publication of The Aslib Di- 
rectory, a guide to sources of specialized in- 
formation in Great Britain and Ireland, by 
the simultaneous illness of the editor and 
the assistant-editor. The stage of page-proofs 
has now been reached and no further entries 
can be considered so far as the first edition 
is concerned. The book will consist of some 
700 pages (Imperial octavo) printed in double 
columns, bound in buckram. It will be pub- 
lished in the spring by the Association act- 
ing in collaboration with the Oxford Univer- 


sity Press. Copies will be sent to all members 
and associate members whose names were 
on the Association’s register on December 31, 
1927, and who have paid their subscription 
for the current financial year. Members (tho 
not associate members) joining Aslib after 
December 31, 1927, will be entitled to pur- 
chase a copy of the Directory at one-half the 
published price of £1:1:0. 


An attractive and concisely informatory 
Readers’ Guide Poster (see below) has been 
published by Gaylord Bros. It will save the 
time formerly spent in answering questions 
on how to use the Guide. It is printed on 
rippled tan stock. 1034x15 inches in size, 
and furnished with cord and eyelets ready to 
hang on the wall or on the end of a book- 
case near the Readers’ Guide or the bound 
magazines. Price postpaid: one for 45c, three 
for $1.00, six for $1.50 ,and twelve for $2.75. 











The North Dakota Education Association 
has formed a library department. L. M. 
Minkel, librarian of the School of Forestry 
at Bottineau was elected president, and Mrs. 
Hazel Webster Byrnes, librarian of the State 
Teachers college, Mayville, was elected sec- 
retary. At the organization meeting Mrs. 
Byrnes spoke on the value of the Readers’ 
Guide to libraries. 
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WILSON COMPANY NOTES 


Stockholders’ meeting 

O* the afternoon of January 20, 1928, the 

stockholders of the H. W. Wilson Com- 
pany held a meeting at its building, 958 Uni- 
versity Avenue, New York City. More than 
two-thirds of the preferred and common stock 
was represented either in person or by proxy. 
The purpose for which the meeting was called 
was to vote on the proposal to increase the 
authorized capital stock of the Company from 
$300,000 to $600,000, half to be in preferred 
and half in common stock. The vote was 
unanimously in favor of the increase in view 
of the need of the Company for a new build- 
ing and a much enlarged plant. 

The older stockholders were pleased to 
greet Mr. Charles F. McClumpha, formerly 
Professor of English at the University of 
Minnesota, now of Amsterdam, N.Y., who was 
one of the first stockholders and who now 
proposes to increase his holdings in the Com- 
pany by one hundred per cent. The regular 
seven per cent dividend on Mr. McClumpha’s 
stock has brought him a return of $182 on 
each share since its first investment. 


Song Index collections 


So many librarians are directing their 
music purchases by the collections indexed 
in the Song Index that the Wilson Company 
has published a pamphlet containing the Clas- 
sified List of Collections Indexed, to be used 


primarily as a buying list. The valuable in- 
troduction to the Song Index by Miss Sears 
and the Key to Symbols for Collections In- 
dexed are also included. Librarians who 
own the Song Index will find this pamphlet 
serviceable for supplementary use to save the 
wear and tear on the introductory pages, 
which are especially subject to thumb- 
damage. Librarians who have not yet pur- 
chased “the most valuable music reference 
book in years” will no doubt welcome the op- 
portunity to have this purchasing guide at 
hand. The price is 50c a copy. 


Halkett and Laing 
Volumes III and IV of the Halkett and 
Laing Dictionary of Anonymous and Pseud- 
onymous English Literature, by Dr. James 
Kennedy, W. A. Smith, and A. F. Johnson, 


will be ready at the close of this month. The 
volumes will be $8.50 each postpaid from 
England, as before. They are delivered only 
on orders for the complete set, which will 
be in seven or eight volumes. A prospectus 
containing sample pages will be sent on re- 
quest to anyone interested. The Dictionary of 
Anonymous and Pseudonymous English Lit- 
terature is described by Publishers’ Circular 
as “a monument of bibliographical research 
representing 75 years of unbroken industry. 
It is beautifully printed and produced and 
its price is reasonable for the amount of in- 
formation it contains.” 


Work on the Five-Day Week (L. T. Be- 
man) and the Jury System (Julia E. Johnsen), 
which will be the next two numbers of the 
Reference Shelf, is speeding ahead, and it is 
expected that both volumes will be ready for 
distribution by the first of March. 


Next month will witness the publication of 
the important Bibliography of the Negro in 
Africa and America (Monroe N. Work), a 
comprehensive work that catalogs an amaz- 
ing amount of material by and about the 
Negro. Mr. Work is editor of the Negro 
Year Book. 


This year is an exceptionally busy one for 
the editors of our various indexes in respect 
to the publication of long-term cumulations. 
Prophesies regarding date of publication are 
proverbially hazardous, but it is expected that 
the Industrial Arts Index 1926-27 will be is- 
sued in March or April, the Agricultural In- 
dex 1925-27 in April or May, the Interna- 
tional Index 1924-27 in June or July, and the 
Readers’ Guide 1925-June 1928 at some un- 
predictable time towards the close of the year. 
The difficulty with getting these cumulations 
out on time is that the current numbers of 
the indexes, on which the editorial staff works 
simultaneously, must necessarily be accorded 
primacy. 


W. & R. Holmes, 3-11 Dunlop Street, Glas- 
gow C 1, are the new British agents of the 
Wilson Company. Our German agent is G. 
Hedeler, Buchhandlung, Nostitzstrasse 59, 
Leipzig. 
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WHAT THEY SAY 


About Our Books 


“The Epoch-making Union List of Serials” 
HE most notable bibliography ever spon- 
sored by American libraries has been 
brought to a satisfactory conclusion by the 
appearance of the final edition of the Union 
List of Serials in the Libraries of the United 
States and Canada. . . 

“This imposing volume of 1580 pages in- 
cludes a correct entry for over 75,000 titles 
of serials and locates holdings in over 225 
American libraries. It is the result of a 
unique combination of bibliographical scholar- 
ship and effective business administration. 
Never before has such an undertaking been 
worked out on so large a scale. In con- 
templation it was staggering, in accomplish- 
ment it is amazing. In less than six years 
the task was conceived, planned, and carried 
thru to completion. 

“Of the great landmarks in American bib- 
liographical which have been co- 
operatively begun or continued, the follow- 
ing may be mentioned: 

Sabin’s Bibliotheca Americana, 1868. 

The American Catalog, 1876, and its con- 
tinuation, the United States Catalog. 
(H. W. Wilson Company.) 

Poole’s Index, 1882, and its continuation, 
the Readers’ Guide (H. W. Wilson Com- 
pany. ) 

The A.L.A. Index to General Literature, 
1893; ed. 2, I9QoI. 

Bowker’s State Publications, 1899-1909. 

Evans’ American Bibliography, 1903+. 

The A.L.A. Portrait Index, 1906. 

To these titles this Union List of Serials. 
(H. W. Wilson Company) is a worthy 
addition. . 

No such impressive list has ever been com- 
piled before. 
fidently face the bibliographic world with this 
in hand as witness to the successful accom- 
plishment of their aim to combine efficiency 


history, 


American librarians can con- 


of service with accuracy of scholarship.”— 
F. K. W. Drury, Assistant Librarian of Brown 
University, in the Library Journal, January 1, 


1928. 


UNION LIST OF SERIALS IN THE LI- 
BRARIES OF THE UNITED STATES 
AND CANADA. Winifred Gregory, ed., 
under direction of Advisory Committee 
appointed by A.L.A. 1580p. $75. Special 
terms on request. 


Index to Plays 

“Of the several recent reference books on 
the drama the one which will prove most 
frequently useful in the general library is the 
Index to Plays 1800-1926 by Ina Ten Eyck 
Firkins. This is on the same general plan— 
that is a comprehensive indexing by author 
and title, of material found in composite 
works, collections, periodicals, etc—as Miss 
Firkins’ indispensable Index to Short Stories, 
but there are two differences. Some subject 
entries, as well as title entries, are included 
in this new index and the work is in two 
alphabets instead of one, te. (1) an author 
index giving full bibliographic information 
about each play and, in many cases, the num- 
ber of acts and a brief characterization as 
comedy, tragedy, social, domestic, etc., and 
(2) a title and subject index referring to the 
main author list. Material indexed includes 
more than one hundred collections, some six 
hundred volumes of individual authors con- 
taining more than one play per volume and 
many separately published plays. No material 
in foreign languages is indexed but English 
translations of foreign authors are included.” 
—Isadora G. Mudge, in the Library Journal, 
January 15, 1928. 
INDEX TO PLAYS: 1800-1926. I. T. Fir- 

kins. x,306p. Sold on the service basis. 


Biography 

“The new edition of the Biography section 
of the Standard Catalog Series, edited by 
Minnie E. Sears, while primarily an aid for 
book selection rather than reference work, has 
a very useful reference feature in its index 
which analyses the biographies contained in 
the various volumes of collective biography 
listed in the section, thus supplying references 
to biographies of many people of whom no 
separate biographies are listed in the catalog. 
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This number is so large that the value of 

the book as a reference tool for both small 

and large libraries is obvious.”—Isadora G. 

Mudge, in the Library Journal, January 15, 

1928. 

BIOGRAPHY. M. E. Sears. 2¢ ed. rev. & 
enl. 1150 titles. 1209p. $2. 


Our ancient liberties 


“A condensed history and analysis of the 
English and Colonial origins of the Bills of 
Rights and other constitutional guarantees. 
Judge Julian Mack . . . introduces the book. 
. ... Mr. Whipple’s genial style manages to 
make interesting a kind of material which 
might easily be dull. It is disillusioning with- 
out cynicism. Indeed, it is somewhat stimu- 
lating to be told again, and so convincingly, 
that we have just as much and just as little 
liberty as did the generations during which 
‘our ancient liberties’ were formulated and 
imbedded in basic law.”—Thomas D. Eliot, 
Ph.D., Department of Sociology at Northwest- 
ern Universiy, in Welfare Magazine, January, 
1928. 

OUR ANCIENT LIBERTIES. Leon Whip- 
ple. x,153p. $1.50. 


Principles of wage settlement 


“The new and ever-broadening field of wage 
settlement and arbitration of industrial dis- 
putes has for the past decade been gathering 
unto itself a common law so that it is at this 
time most valuable to have the principles that 
have been worked out assembled in order to 
afford students of the question a concrete 
basis upon which to work. In this book by 
Professor Feis of the University of Cin- 
cinnati we have a collection of cases which 
present in an orderly fashion the principles 
which underlie the decisions that have been 
handed down by Industrial Courts, Commis- 
sions and Arbitration Boards. .. . 

“On examination the book would recom- 
mend itself to anyone who wishes to take up 
the matter of which it treats. 

“The work is not a case-book. Rather it 
is an analytical study of the principles of 
wage settlement given thru the media of the 
case system and enriched by a series of ex- 
planations. 


“In addition, the book contains an excel- 
lent bibliography. In its four hundred and 
fifty-four pages the book treats of such prob- 
lems as Practice and Principle of Wage 
Standardization; Setting Wage Differen- 
tials between Different Classes of Workers; 
Living Wage; Upward Wage Adjustments; 
Downward Wage Adjustments; Comparison 
of Wages in Other Industries; and Wages 
and Production.”—Notre Dame Lawyer, De- 
cember, 1927. 

A COLLECTION OF DECISIONS PRE- 
SENTING PRINCIPLES OF WAGE 
SETTLEMENT. Herbert Feis, Ph.D. 
(Modern Executive’s Library.) 492p. 
Postpaid $3.50. 


Financial incentives 
“This will acknowledge receipt of Financial 
Incentives for Employees and Executives 
which I ordered recently. You and Mr. 
Bloomfield are to be congratulated upon the 
excellence of this work. I am very much 
pleased with the books and the promptness 
with which they were sent.”"—R. E. West- 
meyer, Iowa City, Iowa. January 3, 1928. 
FINANCIAL INCENTIVES FOR EM- 
PLOYEES. Daniel Bloomfield. (Modern 
Executive’s Library.) 2 vols. $4.80. 


Old age pensions 
“An excellent aid to debaters and others 
interested in old age pension legislation. Con- 
tains briefs and selected articles and refer- 
ences that are well chosen, and conveniently 
arranged. Emphasis is placed upon the pres- 
ent old age pension movement in the United 
States..—American Labor Legislation Re- 
view, December, 1927. 
OLD AGE PENSIONS. Beman, L. T. lxxii, 
353p. (Handbook Series, Series II, Vol. 
1.) Postpaid $2.40. 


Debaters’ Handbooks 

“You are doing year after year a splendid 
piece of work for those seeking information 
upon current debateable questions. I am so 
often pestered by those illegitimate concerns 
offering to sell ‘canned’ debates, that it is re- 
freshing to even look over the type of mate- 
rial listed in your catalogs.”—W. N. Brigance, 
Wabash College Department of Public Speak- 
ing, Crawfordsville, Indiana. 





